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Building Homes, Building Communities, Building the Province 

Framer 

Concrete Former 

Interior Finisher  

Exterior Finisher  



What is Carpentry? 

Carpenters construct, renovate and repair buildings and structures made of wood 

and other materials. Carpenters are typically employed by new home builders.  

Possible career paths could include supervisory or foreperson positions, project 

manager, estimator or owner of a contracting business, among numerous others. 

What is Certification? 

Certification is earned to guarantee a standard of knowledge and quality in a 

specific field. Each Subtrade Certification takes approximately one (1) year to 

complete, including on-the-job and technical training components.  

What Are Carpentry Subtrades? 

The carpentry subtrades include the four main elements of the carpentry trade: 

framing, concrete forming, interior finishing and exterior finishing. Many  

subcontractors of the residential construction industry focus their  expertise in 

one of these four areas. The designation of the carpentry subtrades allows those 

working in the subtrades to attain professional certifications. All four subtrades 

are built around the Red Seal carpentry program, as such, those with  

certification in all four subtrades may apply to write the interprovincial  

journeyperson examination. Individuals may choose to train in all four carpentry 

subtrades as an alternative to the carpentry level apprenticeship training system. 



Paths to Subtrade Certification 

Benefits of Subtrade Certification 

While the subtrade training time commitment does not differ from the carpentry  

apprenticeship training system, there are several benefits to participating in  

subtrade training. Yearly professional certification in specialized areas of  

training may lead to: 

Find an employer to mentor you 

Register as an apprentice with the Saskatchewan  

      Apprenticeship and Trade Certification Commission 

Complete on-the-job training 

Complete technical training and written exam 

Apprenticeship 

Tradesperson 

Complete required trade time  

Register as a tradesperson with the Saskatchewan                  

Apprenticeship and Trade Certification Commission 

If applicable, participate in upgrading course 

Complete written exam 

Improved job security 

Higher wages 

Enhanced safety 

Improved quality and efficiency on the job site 

Increased professional image of the construction industry 



Trade Time Requirements 

Apprentice 

Tradesperson 

1800 hrs. 

2700 hrs. 

Framers lay out, construct and erect 

floor, wall and roof framing systems to 

the sheathed stage.  

Certified Framer  

Duties  Include: 

Reading drawings and blueprints to determine the materials 

needed and detail of work to be performed 

Erecting and disassembling scaffolds  

Installing all components of floor systems 

Building and installing all components of wall systems 

Laying out and framing floor frame features  

      (stairwells, cantilever, sunken or drop floors) 

Laying out and installing all components of the roof system 

Installing sheathing on floors, walls and roof 

Installing exterior windows and doors 

Building and/or installing exterior and interior stairs 

Building decks and porches 

 

 
 


